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Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


December  k,  1959 
Letter  No.  901 


This  time  next  week  the  farm  scene  shifts  to  New  Delhi ,  India.    On  Dec.  11, 
President  Eisenhower  takes  part  in  the  opening  of  the  first  World  Agricultural 
Fair.    Our  exhibit  at  the  Fair  is  the  biggest  single  effort  the  U.S.  ever  made 
for  an  international  agricultural  show. 

This  one  will  show  a  composite  of  all  phases  of  our  farming  and  marketing 
of  farm  products,  at  home  and  abroad.    k-E  youngsters,  American  Indians,  and 
atomic  scientists  will  help.    AEC  will  take  visitors  "inside  the  atom"  with  a 
3-D  movie  documentary  under  a  spectacular  cinedome,  and  will  maintain  a  practical 
atomic  research  center  for  scientists,  as  well  as  showing  the  public  how  atoms 
are  being  used  for  peace  through  agriculture.    The  show  looks  like  good  farm 
story  possibilities  for  radio  and  TV  in  this  country.    Keep  your  eye  out  for  New 
Delhi  developments  Dec.  11  to  Feb.  Ik,  i960. 


MARKET  FOR  SEVERAL  CROPS  ABOVE  SUPPORTS 


So  far  this  season,  market  prices  rather  than  government 
supports  are  setting  the  prices  which  farmers  are  getting  on 
several  crops.    Acting  Sec'y  of  Agriculture  True  Morse  reported 
today  a  substantial  lessening  in  the  use  of  price  supports. 

He  attributed  this  to  an  expanding  economy,  growing  employ- 
ment and  higher  consumer  incomes,  as  well  as  other  factors.  He 
said  that  current  market  prices  for  half  the  farm  products  for 
which  price  supports  are  provided  are  above  the  support  levels. 

CAN  COTTON  AND  WOOL  EXPAND  MARKETS? 

AMS  economists  see  that  definite  possibility.    From  a  study  of  the  changes 
in  the  American  textile  industry,  they  say  that,  if  all  potential  markets  are 
exploited,  U.S.  cotton  and  wool  can  maintain  or  expand  their  markets,  even  in 
the  face  of  strong  competition  from  synthetic  and  foreign- grown  fibers. 

PLAN  TO  EXPAND  POULTRY  EXPCRTS 


At  a  meeting  here  at  the  Department  today,  poultry  leaders 
agreed  poultry  exports  can  be  expanded  further.    U.S.  poultry  meat 
exports  in  the  past  few  years  have  risen  so  much  they  account  for 
about  one-third  of  total  world  trade  in  poultry  meat.    U.S.  now 
supplies  about  20  percent  of  Western  European  needs  of  this 
commodity.    The  leaders  recognized  that  competition  is  increasing 
in  this  our  best  poultry  market  abroad, 
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NATRFD  ASSOCIATES  AND  REGIONALS  ELECT: 

Bob  Walton  of  John  Blair  and  Co.  was  elected  president  of  the  NATRFD  associate 
members  group ,  succeeding  Jack  Timmons,  com'l  mgr.  of  KWKH,  Shreveport.  His 
co-ex  committee  members  are  Ben  Ludy,  mgr.  of  KWFT,  Wichita  Falls,  and  Jack 
Jackson,  dir.  pub.  rel. ,  of  Nat'l  Grange,  Washington. 

The  newly-created  Mid-South  Region  elected  John  McDonald,  WSM,  Nashville,  as 
its  vice-president  (top  officer);  the  West  North  Central  elected  Bruce  Bavies, 
KFAB,  Omaha,  the  Northeast,  Hugh  Ferguson,  WCAU,  Phila;  East  North  Central,  Bill 
Hoeft,  WTMJ,  Milwaukee  (reelected);  West  South  Central,  Earl  Sargent,  KWFT, 
Wichita  Falls;  Pacific  Northwest,  Ivan  Jones,  KGW,  Portland  (reelected);  Pacific 
Southwest,  Jim  Todd,  KFI,  Los  Angeles  (reelected);  Canada,  Roy  Jewel,  CFPL,  London, 
Ontario  (reelected). 

RICE  REFERENDUM  DEC.  15  ON  QUOTAS 

This  week  USDA  proclaimed  marketing  quotas  on  1960-crop  rice, 
set  Dec.  15,  1959 ,  as  the  date  for  growers  to  approve  or  disapprove, 
and  put  the  advance  minimum  national  average  support  price  on  rice 
at  ^.36  per  hundredweight  which  is  75$  of  Dec.   '59  rice  parity 
price. 

The  total  U.S.  supply  of  rice  continues  heavy,  the  minimum 
rice  acreage  under  the  law  results  in  a  big  enough  crop  each  year 
to  call  for  heavy  USDA  export  operations,  to  keep  supplies  from 
building  up  more. 

AWARDS  MADE  AT  NATRFD  MEETING 

The  NATRFD' s  own  award,  traditionally  going  to  the  individual,  not  necessarily 
a  member,  who  has  done  most  during  the  year  to  promote  farm  broadcasting,  was  won 
this  year  by  Dix  Harper  of  the  Aubrey,  Finlay,  Mar ley  and  Hodgson  Adv.  Co.  of 
Chicago.     Dix  was  for  years  a  farm  b' caster  in  Iowa  and  Indiana  and  more  recently 
on  WLS,  Chicago.    Jack  Kroeck  of  WDAF,  Kansas  City,  chairman  of  the  awards 
committee,  made  the  presentation. 

The  American  Farm  Bureau  Fed's  annual  award  to  the  farm  broadcaster  doing  the 
most  to  tell  the  ag.  story  to  the  public  was  won  by  Joe  Kelly  of  WHDH-TV,  Boston, 
with  a  second  award  going  to  George  Menard  of  WBBM,  Chicago.    Presentation  was 
made  by  Jack  Angell,  radio-TV  dir.  for  AFBF. 

Bill  McDonald  of  the  Stuart  Stations  (he  lives  at  Walton,  Neb. )  won  a  30-year 
service  award.    A  sprinkling  of  20-year  and  10-year  service  awards  were  presented. 
We'll  report  on  these  later. 

Maynard  Coe,  dir.  of  the  farm  service  of  the  National  Safety  Council,  presented 
plaques  to  thirty  radio  and  TV  stations  for  effectiveness  in  promoting  safety  in 
rural  areas. 

USDA  SUSPENDS  LAMB  GRADING  FOR  YEAR 

Effective  January  hf  i960,  Federal  grading  service  for  lamb 
and  mutton  will  be  suspended  for  one  year.    After  trying  hard  to 
develop  a  set  of  official  grade  standards  which  would  be  objective 
and  meaningful,  the  Department  found  it  impossible  to  get  a  set 
generally  acceptable  to  all  segments  of  the  lamb  industry.  Secre- 
tary Eenson  expressed  hope  the  responsible  groups  in  the  industry 
will  resolve  their  differences. 

CALIFORNIA,  HERE  WE  CCME 

Kansas  City,  Toronto,  and  Fresno  made  strong  bids  for  next  year's  spring  con- 
vention of  NATRFD.    Fresno  was  chosen  in  a  run-off  vote  with  Toronto. 
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ERICKSON  MADE  NEW  PRESIDENT  OF  NATKFD 


Wally  Erickson  of  KFRE,  Fresno,  was  elected  president  of  the  National  Ass'n 
of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  in  annual  meeting  in  Chicago  last  weekend. 
Election  was  "by  acclamation.    The  voting  members  moved  George  Roesner,  KPRC, 
Houston,  up  from  sec'y-treas  to  the  first  vice-presidency,  and  elected  Carl 
Meyerdirk,  KVCO,  Tulsa,  last  year's  able  editor  of  the  monthly  "Chats",  new 
sec'y-treas.    New  "Chats"  editor  will  be  appointed  by  the  executive  committee. 

Retiring  president  Maynard  Speece  of  WCCO,  Minneapolis,  reported  on  a  year 
of  active  leadership  which  included:  the  Ass'n ' s  first  meeting  (spring)  in  New 
York  City,  participation  of  NATRFD  president  in  Sec'y  of  Agriculture  Benson's 
trade  study  trip  to  Russia  and  six  other  European  countries,  and  correspondence 
with  the  Federal  Communications  Commission  about  the  status  of  service  programs 
on  the  air. 

Registration  at  the  Convention  was  3^5  compared  with  366  in  1958*    The  3^5 
included  $1  wives  and  guests,  and  1^7  associates. 

CHOICES  FACED  BY  MANY  FARMERS 

In  1950  farmers'  net  income  was  hi  percent  of  their  gross 
receipts.    This  year  it  was  30  percent.    If  this  price-cost 
squeeze  continues  to  tighten,  FCA's  director  of  Short-Term  Credit 
Service  told  Consumers  Co-op  Ass'n  meeting  in  Kansas  City  this 
week,  only  the  most  efficient  farmers  can  make  a  reasonable  living. 

He  said  more  and  more  farmers  face  three  alternatives:     (l)  to 
increase  their  efficiency  by  reducing  production  costs  per  unit;  (2) 
get  more  off-farm  income  by  becoming  part-time,  or  more  accurately 
'time  and  a  half',  farmers;  or  (3)  give  up  farming  for  a  full-time 
better  paying  job  in  town  or  city. 

^-H  CLUBS  DRIVE  FOR  SAFETY 

While  George  Loesing  of  this  office,  was  at  the  NATRFD  meeting,  he  managed  to 
look  in  on  the  1300  top  ^-H'ers  who  came  to  Chicago  for  the  National  *J~H  Club 
Congress.    George  reports  one  big  item  of  discussion  was  the  new  k-R  Automotive 
Program  now  being  launched  on  a  national  basis.    For  two  years  the  plan  has  been 
tried  out  on  a  pilot  scale  in  110  counties.    Now  the  program  goes  nationwide.  It 
will  stress  the  learning  and  practicing  of  safety  rules  as  well  as  keeping  auto- 
mobiles in  safe  operating  condition. 

RDP  KNIT  CLOSER  TO  EXTENSION 

RDP  Committee  Chairman,  Under  Secretary  True  Morse,  reports 
State  Extension  Service  directors  have  approved  a  policy  of  closer 
coordination  of  Extension  program  planning  and  the  Rural  Develop- 
ment Program.    They  say  this  policy  will  serve  as  a  guide  to  all 
State  Extension  Services  in  their  future  role  in  rural  economic 
and  human  resources  adjustment  programs. 

NEW  SOIL  AMD  WATER  LAB  DEDICATED 

Today  USDA  and  Georgia  State  officials  and  other  leaders  dedicated  the  new 
soil  and  water  laboratory  building  and  facilities  at  the  Southern  Piedmont  field 
station  at  Watkinsville ,  Ga.     It  makes  the  station  one  of  the  best  equipped 
research  centers  for  conservation  in  the  country.    It  is  equipped  with  a  high- 
light intensity  growth  chamber  to  study  the  effects  of  intense  sunlight  of  the 
area,  on  a  controlled  basis. 
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RENAUD  IN  TRACTION  INSTEAD  OF  CHICAGO 


Jules  Renaud,  our  top  TV  man  here,  was  all  set  to  attend  the  NATRFD  conclave 
in  Chicago  where  he  would  participate  in  the  panel  discussion  on  "How  We  Do  It 
in  TV"  and  also  the  TV  committee  sessions.    Meanwhile,  aches  and  pains  which 
"began  a  month  ago  in  his  right  hip  "became  more  intense  so  Jules  wasn't  up  to  the 
trip.     Instead,  he  went  to  Alexandria  Hospital  where  he's  now  in  traction.  We'll 
report  later  on  his  progress.    Home  address  is  602  Yorktown  Drive,  Alexandria,  Va, 

WHAT  YOU  MAY  HEAR  NEXT  WEEK 

Some  things  President  Eisenhower  will  see  in  New  Delhi,  India, 
at  the  opening  of  "The  First  World  Agriculture  Fair','  including  Hopi 
demonstrating  American  Indian  crafts  to  Asiatics,  in  'Agriculture 
USA'  over  Clear  Channel  and  other  stations,  weekend  of  Sat.  Dec.  12. 

"Planning  Agricultural  Research  for  the  Nation"  as  outlined 
by  a  member  of  USDA's  Research  Advisory  Committee,  in  the  'American 
Farmer'  program  over  ABC,  Sat.  December  12. 

"Rice  and  Fish  Rotation  Farming"  in  Arkansas,  featured  in  the 
National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC,  Sat.  December  12. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  at  12:05  EDT  on  Mutual  Net. 

ADDED  FOR  DUBBING  *  SEND  TAPE 


"A  FIRST.' . .  .FHA  LOANS  FOR  PART-TIME  FARMERS"  -  (116Q129)  -  Bob  Nipp,  FHA, 
tells  about  the  new  offer  in  connection  with  the  Rural  Development  Program. 

TIME:  1:26 

"FROM  BELTSVILLE... ELECTRICITY  FOR  TREATING  SEED"  -  (117Q129)  -  ARS 
Howard  Hass  describes  beneficial  effect.  TIME:  1:U6 

"A  LEAFLET  OFFER... THE  PACKERS  AND  STOCKYARDS  ACT"  -  (25A129)  Deputy  Adm'r 
Lee  Sinclair,  AMS,  tells  Beaty  about  it.  TIME:  2:56 

"XMAS  GIFT  SUGGESTIONS"  -  (118Q129)  -  Pete  Keay,  AMS,  asks  for  them  and 
Mrs.  Trienah  Meyers,  who  heads  market  survey  work  for  AMS,  tells  him  what  folks 
prefer  in  clothing,  style,  color,  fabric,  etc.  TIME:  3:^6 

TV  HOME  FEATURES  GOING  THIS  WEEK 

This  week  Edith  Swing  is  sending  out  three  2-3  minute  TV 
packaged  home  features,  which  include: 

(1)  "Plentiful  Foods  for  the  Holidays"  -  1  pix  and  script. 

(2)  "Christmas  Trees  and  How  to  Care  for  Them"  -  k  pix  and  script. 

(3)  "Two  Christmas  Gift  Ideas  for  a  Good  Cook"-  k  pix  and  script. 

HERB  HALE  AND  HEARTY 

Herb  Plambeck,  WHO,  Des  Moines,  stricken  and  hospitalized  (probably  from 
overwork)  shortly  after  making  the  traditional  gavel  presentation  to  retiring 
prexy  Maynard  Speece  at  the  NATRFD  meeting  in  Chicago  Sunday  nite,  flew  home 
Thursday.    Glad  to  learn  you're  up  and  around  again,  old  boy. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Sei'vice 
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FO  LETTER, 

U.  S.  DEPi«>»»ENTOFWlW 

xfdio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


December  11,  1959 
Letter  No.  902 


As  you  probably  already  heard  this  morning  from  far-away  India,  President 
Eisenhower  took  part  today  in  the  opening  of  the  first  World  Agricultural  Fair 
at  New  Delhi. 

SEC 'Y  BENSON'S  WELCOME  TO  FAIR  VISITORS 

Although  still  recuperating  here  from  his  operation  (doing 
very  nicely,  by  the  way)  Secretary  Benson  is  greeting  visitors  to 
the  U.S.  exhibit  at  the  Fair  via  the  exhibit  guidebook.     In  it, 
he  pays  tribute  to  India's  great  enterprise  and  her  tremendous 
increase  in  agricultural  productivity. 

He  points  out  that  in  the  U.S.  exhibit  visitors  will  see 
how  the  American  farmer  through  his  love  of  the  land,  through 
research,  education  and  cooperative  action  has  achieved  a 
production  and  marketing  efficiency  unparalleled  in  human  history. 

As  we  look  to  the  future,  the  Secretary  indicates,  American 
and  Indian  farmers  together  share  the  hope  and  prayer  that  we  may 
harness  the  wonders  of  the  atomic  and  space  ages  to  enrich  the 
lives  of  all  mankind. 


ACTING  SEC  'Y  CUES  JCB  OPPORTUNITIES 


Acting  Sec'y  True  D.  Morse  pointed  out  to  the  National  Junior  Vegetable 
Growers  Association,  observing  their  25th  anniversary  here  this  week,  that  forty 
percent  of  all  the  jobs  in  the  U.S.  are  in  agriculture.    He  said  that  of  65 
million  people  employed  in  the  Nation,  25  million  work  somewhere  in  agriculture. 

Nearly  7  million  work  on  farms,  7  million  produce  for  and  service  farmers, 
and  11  million  process  and  distribute  farm  products.    He  said  Land  Grant 
institutions  are  graduating  only  about  7^000  in  agricultural  sciences  while 
15,000  jobs  are  estimated  to  open  every  year  to  college  graduates  with  agricul- 
tural training.    Mr.  Morse  said  agriculture  needs  trained  young  men  and  women. 

DEPARTMENT  REASSURES  POULTRY  BUYERS 

USDA  has  announced  consumers  can  continue  to  buy  regular  broilers,  fryers, 
roasting  chickens  and  capons  with  the  knowledge  that  they  have  not  been  treated 
with  diethylstilbestrol.    About  99  percent  of  U.S.  chickens  have  never  received 
that  drug  and  none  will  be  getting  it  now  HEW  has  banned  its  use  for  poultry. 
It  is  used  only  on  young  chickens  raised  to  be  sold  at  a  premium  price  as 
caponettes.    The  Department  is  buying  the  treated  chickens  and  will  divert  them 
under  the  program  announced  yesterday.    A  news  release  just  out  gives  details  of 
how  producers  can  ready  treated  birds  for  sale  to  USDA. 
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NATRFD  GETS  GREETING  FROM  MEXICO 

A  top  official  of  the  Mexican  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  a  top  Mexican 
farm  "broadcaster  sent  the  recent  NATRFD  Chicago  meeting  their  greetings  from 
South  of  the  Border.  M.  V.  Daniel  Mercado  Garcia,  sub-sec'y  of  livestock  in 
Mexican  Ministry,  in  his  message,  pointed  out  that  good  farm  "broadcasting  is 
doing  much  to  improve  the  lives  of  rural  people. 

Ruben  Rodriguez  Sierra,  dir.  of  "La  Hora  del  Granjero",  whose  weekly  show 
on  a  Mexican  radio  network,  and  on  TV  in  Mexico  City  for  the  past  335  consecutive 
Sundays,  now  goes  on  daily  Mon.  thru  Sat.    His  TV  farm  show  continues,  and  Jan.  1 
he  plans  to  add  a  monthly  magazine  to  his  routine.    Congratulations,  Ruben.'  - 
This  is  the  kind  of  enterprise  we  like  to  hear  about.    Ruben  was  here  in  195^ 
with  a  group  of  Latin  American  broadcasters  and  writers,  sponsored  by  ICA, 
programmed  by  USDA. 

COWS  PAY  FOR  BETTER  MANAGEMENT 

The  average  cow  in  the  U.S.  gives  enough  milk  to  pay  her  owner 
only  $28  above  expenses  during  the  year.    Herd  owners  in  the  Nat'l 
Co-op  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Ass'n,  on  the  other  hand,  last  year  got 
$78  a  head  over  their  cost  of  feed  and  care. 

USDA  officials  estimate  the  $50  difference  in  net  returns  per 
cow  leads  to  profitable  dairying.  At  the  first  of  this  year,  over 
2  million  232  thousand  cows  in  more  than  66,000  herds  were  enrolled 
in  the  three  DHIA  improvement  plans.  Although  it  takes  more  planning, 
careful  feeding  and  management  to  improve  high-producing  than  low- 
producing  herds,  with  records  to  guide  them,  DHIA  members  continue 
to  improve  their  herds  at  a  faster  rate. 

MORE  ATTRACTIVE  POINSEITIA  NEXT  CHRISTMAS? 

USDA's  Dr.  Henry  Cathey  has  found  a  chemical  treatment  that  makes  poinsettia 
plants  more  compact;  with  shorter  stems  and  greener  leaves  and  almost  as  big 
flowers.    The  material  is  not  in  commercial  production  yet,  but  some  mfg'rs  are 
interested. 

CONSERVATION  FARMING  SHOWS  ON  LAND 

Nationwide  soil  and  water  conservation  passed  another  milestone 
this  week.    USDA  officials  added  Tennessee  to  the  list  of  States  now 
completely  covered  by  soil  conservation  districts.    Tenn.  makes  the 
20th  State  with  all  her  land  in  soil  districts.    Another  12  States 
have  more  than  90  percent  of  their  land  so  organized.    Nine  have 
between  80  and  90  percent.    Five  others  are  between  70  and  80  per- 
cent covered.    Two  States  are  about  65  percent  covered. 

Nearly  two  million  farmers  cooperate  in  the  2,865  sc  dists. 
in  the  U.S.    Those  districts  now  include  90  percent  of  the  land 
in  farms  and  95  percent  of  all  farms  and  ranches  in  the  U.S.  But 
it  is  not  just  organization.    Officials  say  the  accomplishments 
in  conservation  farming  can  be  seen  on  the  land. 

BBC  CHRISTMAS  TAPE,  NOT  FILM 

Lillian  Lang  of  the  BBC  in  New  York,  points  out  to  us  that  the  bit  of  farm- 
ing in  Merrie  England  she  offered  for  your  Yuletide  cheer  is  on  tape  for  you 
radio  boys  and  NOT  on  film  as  we  stated  in  an  earlier  letter.    Please  try  to 
forgive  us,  Lillian.' 
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PACKERS  PROGRESS  TOWARD  HUMANE  SLAUGHTER 

By  next  July  1,  packers  offering  meat  for  sale  to  Federal  agencies  vUJL 
Have  to  comply  with  the  new  humane  slaughter  lav.  USDA  researchers  report  many 
palkers  making  progress  toward  that  end.  This  fall  they've  visited 10  packing 
plants  now  experimenting  with  various  slaughter  methods.  They  say  forty  pack, 
ers  have  already  received  "seals  of  approval"  awarded  hy  the  g"^1**^ 
Association  for  humane  slaughtering.  They  figure  that  since  the  first  of last 
January  about  20  million  food  animals  have  heen  slaughtered  by  using  designated 

methods.  . 

Future  USDA  research  plans  call  for  tests  of  more  stunning  equipment, 
modification  of  existing  instruments,  and  tests  of  restrain^  eqjrLj^nt,  etc. 
The  researchers  aim  to  list  suggested  practical  procedures  that  may  be  used  by 
small  packers. 

SCIENTISTS  NOW  FACE  FIVE  BIG  PROBLEMS 

Assoc.  Adm'r  Dr.  M.  R.  Clarkson  of  the  Ag.  Research  Serv._ 
told  the  Am.  Land  Grant  College  Association  meeting  at  St.  Louis 
this  week  that  the  opportunities  for  cooperation  between  USDA 
and  the  States  in  research  have  never  been  greater  than  they  are 
today.    We  have,  come  a  long  way  together.    Even  greater  challenges 
lie  immediately  ahead. 

Dr.  Clarkson  listed  five  very  important  problems  for  co-op 
research-     (l)  To  find  ways  to  avoid  having  toxic  residues  m 
food  ard  feed;  (2)  deviso  full-scale  attacks  against  crop- 
damaging  parasites;  (3)  push  forward  research  on  new  uses; 
(k)  provide  sound  nutritional  guidance  for  food  preparation, 
distribution,  and  use;  (5)  gain  standby  information  to 
neutralize  radioactive  fallout. 

"LONGEVITY"?  -  WE  CALL  IT  DEVOTION! 

There  doesn't  seem  much  we  can  do  about  it  -  but  some  of  us  in  the  farm 
broadcasting  business  keep  racking  up  the  years  and  now  and  then  have  public 
attention  called  to  it.    What  we're  working  up  to  is  that  we  are  one  of  those 
who  received  a  20-year  service  award  certificate  at  the  NATRFD  convention 

reCenBili  McDonald,  the  old  maestro  himself,  received  a  30  year  certificate  and 
is  thereby  entitled  to  all  the  honors  and  accolades  he  can  get.    He  broadcasts 
over  four  Stuart  stations  from  his  farm  home  at  Walton,  Nebraska. 

Others  in  the  twenty-year  bracket  this  year  are  Frank  Atwood,  WTIC, 
Hartford,  and  Ted  Mangner,  KMOX,  St.  Louis.    John  Bradshaw  of  CFRB,  Toronto, 
sot  a  ten-year  tenure  award.  ,       , , 

Frank  and  Ted  and  John  are  on  the  stations  where  they  were  when  they 
started,  we  believe.    For  many  years  Bill  was  on  KFAB,  Lincoln  (laterOmaha). 
We  started  on  the  air  for  the  Okla.  State  Dept.  of  Agriculture  over  WKX and 
Starvations,  later  went  to  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  for  seven  years  before  heading 
up  this  way  via  Europe, 
BOARD  FORECASTS  POTATO  CR3PS  FOR  '  60 

Yesterday  AMS's  Crop  Reporting  Board  forecast  the  i960  winter 
potato  production  as  likely  to  run  IT  percent  less  than  in  59 
because  of  sharp  acreage  reductions  in  both  Calif,  and  Fla.  The 
Board  expects  production  of  10  winter  veg.  crops,  which  usually 
account  for  over  half  the  winter  production,  to  be  1  percent 
larger  than  last  year.    Substantially  more  lettuce,  cauliflower 
and  broccoli  than  a  year  ago,  but  marked  declines  for  spinach, 
celery  and  kale  crops. 


VALLEY'S  NOT  THE  SAME  ANY  MORE 
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Charlie  Rankin,  KRGV,  Weslaco,  Tex.,  says  we  slipped  a  cog  in  telling  of 
Bill  Shomette's  affiliation  with  that  station.    Charlie  is  still  handling  farm 
shows  on  BOTH  radio  AND  television,  while  Bill  does  radio  pr ogramming ,  etc. 
We  intended  to  straighten  this  out  sooner.    Anyway,  we  suspect  Rio  Grande  Valley 
folks  will  soon  realize  how  fortunate  they  really  are  now  with  these  two  veterans 
in  charge  of  things. 

FARM  NETS  DECORATE  FOR  CHRISTMAS 

Extension  Forester  Art  Sowder  tells  the  "Story  of  the 
Christmas  Tree";  and  AMS  Joyce  Short  points  out  "Yuletide 
Opportunities  in  Cranberries"  on  'Agriculture  USA'  over  wide 
coverage  from  coast-to-coast  during  weekend  of  Dec.  19. 

FAS  Uilhelm  Anderson  goes  into  orbit  in  'The  American 
Farmer'  with  "A  Look  at  World  Farm  Production"  over  the 
ABC  Net  Sat.  Dec.  19 . 

NBC  Milt  Bliss  promises  something  extra  in  the  way  of 
"Special  Advance  Christmas  Program"  on  the  'National  Farm 
and  Home  Hour1  Sat.  Dec.  19. 

On  Mutual  Net,  as  usual,  "Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report" 
at  12:05  SDT. 

THREE  TIMELY  TOPICS  FOR  YOUR  TAPE 

"Great  Career  Opportunities  in  Agriculture"  -  (26A129)  -  Acting  Sec 'y  True 
Morse  pointed  them  out  to  the  National  Junior  Vegetable  Growers  Ass'n  which 
celebrated  its  25th  anniversary  here  this  week.  TIME:  2:l6 

"Compulsory  Poultry  Inspection  -  One  Year  Old"  -  (118Q129)  -  AMS  Lance 
Hooks  tells  Layne  Beaty  about  the  progress  made  in  that  time.  TIME:  2:08 

"Choosing  a  Christmas  Tree"  -  (119Q129)  -  Extension  Forester  Art  Sowder 
gives  George  Loesing,  R&TV,  some  good  tips  on  how  to  choose  them.       TIME:  3:10 

USDA  TV  PACKAGE  RELEASES 

Research  Roundup  Film  -  Poinsettias  always  steal  the  flower 
show  around  this  time  of  the  year.    ARS  is  releasing  a  film  this 
week  showing  the  development  of  new  and  better  varieties  at  the 
Beltsville  Research  Center,  with  tips  on  care  of  plants.  SOF. 
RUNNING  TIME:  1:20 

Research  Roundup  Little  Big-Four:  (l)  Breeders'  Bank  of 
World's  Small  Grains;  (2)  Form  Fitting  Diapers  -  Look,  Ma  - 
No  Droop.',  (3)  Plant  Exchange  with  Russia;  (k)  Cosmic  Rays 
Miss  Insects  in  Space.  EACH:  1  Pix-1:00 

Foreign  Trade  Outlook:    Last  year's  volume  of  U.S.  ag. 
exports  was  third  largest  in  history  and  USDA  predicts  another 
favorable  expansion  in  world  ag.  trade  for  the  coming  year. 
Package  reports  outlook  for  individual  products  in  12  still 
photos.    TIME:  h:30 

Good  News  for  Southeast  Corn  Growers:  New  grass-corn 
rotation  combats  erosion  and  reduces  reseeding  cost  -  One  still 
photo  of  corn  fields  showing  development  of  method.    This  is 
Regional  Package  for  Southeastern  corn  growers. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  Cs  Television  Service 
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Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultu 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 

First,  a  timely  vord  from  the  "boss: 
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GREETINGS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE 


At  this  joyous  and  "blessed  season  of  the  year  I  again  take 
pleasure  in  wishing  you  —  the  farm  broadcasters  of  this  country  — * 
an  inspiring  Christmas  and  a  most  Happy  New  Year,    I  am  deeply 
grateful  for  the  constructive  role  you  play  in  keeping  farm 
families  informed  on  developments  in  agriculture. 

Several  of  you  vent  with  me  on  my  recent  trip  to  Europe.  All 
of  us  who  had  this  first-hand  look  at  conditions  on  "both  sides  of 
the  Iron  Curtain,  are  more  firmly  convinced  than  ever  that  we 
have  in  America  the  best  way  of  life  and  the  "best  agriculture  to 
he  found  anywhere  in  the  world. 

All  Americans  owe  the  farm  and  ranch  families  of  this  country 
a  profound  debt  of  gratitude.    They  have  done  more  than  their 
share  to  make  this  country  strong  and  prosperous.    But  many  of 
them  are  not  sharing  as  they  should  in  our  national  prosperity. 

It  is  my  fervent  hope  that  realistic  adjustments  can  be  made 
in  the  months  ahead  so  that  all  farm  families  will  share 
equitably  in  our  prosperity.    With  your  constructive  help,  I  am 
sure  we  can  make  progress  toward  that  richly  deserved  goal. 


Ezra  Taft  Benson 
Secretary  of  Agriculture 
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MILK  OUTPUT  MAY  RISE  AGAIN 


In  yesterday's  review  of  the  dairy  situation,  AMS  economists  noted  signs 
that  prices  of  beef  compared  with  milk  prices  have  begun  to  change.    They  say 
further  improvement  for  Gairy  prospects,  compared  with  beef,  could  significantly 
slow  up  the  decline  in  total  number  of  milk  cows  in  the  U.S. 

This  month  output  of  milk  and  several  milk  products  begin  the  usual  seasonal 
increases  until  late  next  spring.    They  estimate  that  output  may  increase  enough 
so  that  prices  may  drop  back  to  support  levels.    But,  they  say,  unless  the  in- 
creases are  much  more  than  now  seem  likely,  per  capita  milk  production  will  be 
at  a  new  record  low  during  I9S0.    They  see  no  significant  letup  in  the  increase 
in  average  production  of  milk  per  cow  in  the  U.S.    This  year's  average  will  be 
about  100  pounds  more  per  cow  than  last  year. 
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NEW  DEVICE  MEASURES  OIL  IN  SOYBEANS 

t+    *,Thf  r?1UG  °f  s°ybeans  spends  largely  on  the  oil  that's  in  'en.    USDA  in 
its  Marketing  Research  Report  No.  367  indicates  that,  with  improvements  now 
being  developed,  we  may  soon  have  an  electronic  device  which  will  measure  oil 
content  thirty  times  faster  and  just  as  accurately  as  present  laboratory  tests, 
which  take  nearly  a  whole  day. 

wieTh*  ffsear?hers  "Sure  this  may  make  it  possible  to  pay  producers  on  the 
oasis  of  the  oil  in  the  beans.    They  say  such  a  plan  of  pricing  soybeans  would 
be  fairer  to  growers  and  buyers  alike.    No  technical  skill  is  needed  to  operate 
tne  new  measuring  device. 

FOUNDATION  PROVIDES  LAND  FOR  ORANGE  RESEARCH 

The  Florida  citrus  industry  has  bought  land  to  help  supplement 
field  testing  of  new  orange  varieties  by  USDA  researchers.    The  Fla. 
Research  Foundation  plans  to  lease  the  500  acres  they  have  acquired 
rent-free  to  ARS  for  99  years. 

The  researchers  have  in  mind  producing  early  maturing  and  extra- 
late  maturing  oranges  and  grapefruit  for  longer  marketing  periods, 
and  developing  varieties  more  resistant  to  cold  and  which  also  produce 
good  quality  fruit  on  a  wider  variety  of  soils. 

SOME  CURRENT  AGRICULTURAL  DEVELOPMENTS  ABROAD 

FAS  reports  cotton  production  in  Israel  rising  fast.    Most  Israeli  cotton 
is  upland  type,  grown  under  sprinkler  irrigation,  with  yields  averaging  I-3A 
bales  to  the  acre.    The  '59-60  crop  is  estimated  at  32,000  bales,  more  than 
double  the  average  during  the  past  5  seasons. 

The  Danish  poultry  meat  industry  is  building  a  processing  plant  in  the 
town  of  Brarup.    The  plant  is  being  built  in  connection  with  an  already  estab- 
lished poultry  farm  that  will  supply  500,000  chickens  a  year.  Neighboring 
poultry  farmers  will  furnish  1,500,000  more  chickens  a  year. 

The  Agricultural  Credit  Bank  of  Colombia  has  announced  a  special  credit 
program  to  stimulate  production  of  poultry,  hogs,  and  such  fibers  as  fique, 
kenaf ,  and  henequen.    The  Bank  will  give  supervision  and  direction  to  borrowers 
and  contract  with  feed  manufacturers,  vaccine  laboratories,  and  producers  of 
breeding  stock,  to  get  better  prices. 

USDA  ADVISOR  ALSO  FORAGES  FOR  TAPE 

Russell  Pierson,  WKY  and  WKY-TV,  Oklahoma  City,  and  member  of 
USDA's  Feed  and  Forage  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee,  which  is 
holding  its  annual  meeting  here  this  week,  came  in  early  so  he  also 
could  make  some  tapes  for  his  farm  program.    He  recorded  several 
scientists  at  Beltsville  Tuesday. 

SOUTHERN  GROWERS  FAVOR  MARKET  QUOTAS 

In  referendums  Dec.  15  cotton,  rice,  and  peanut  growers  voted  marketing 
quotas  on  their  next  crops.    Upland  cotton  growers  favored  quotas  for  '60  by 
95.2  percent;  long-staple  growers  by  85.2  percent;  rice  by  90.7  percent;  and 
peanut  producers  by  9U.9  percent  for  '60,   '6l  and  '62  crops.    Eligible  growers 
will  get  price  support  if  they  comply  with  acreage  allotments.    The  Sec'y  will 
determine  price  support  levels  on  upland  cotton  not  later  than  Jan.  31.  Farmers 
will  have  until  March  16  to  register  choice  of  alternate  allotment  plans. 
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MORE  BEEPERS  FOR  BETTER  NEWS 

Cordell  Hatch,  Perm.  State  Ext.  Radio,  reports  he's  encouraging  State  and 
County  agents  to  do  more  beep  telephone  reporting,    Cordell  feels  it  is  one  of 
the  easiest  and  most  effective  ways  of  reporting  "real  news".    He  and  Elton ^ 
Tait  are  planning  more  training  and  assistance  to  their  agents  along  this  line. 
What  they  want  is  more  "beepers"  and  better  ones. 

Elton  started  doing  beepers  from  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  a  couple  of 
years  back.    This  year,  Cordell  says,  they  expect  to  do  over  300  at  that  show 
alone.    About  a  month  ago  he  did  $k  from  the  Pennsylvania  Livestock  Show.^  Back 
during  the  summer  they  made  calls  on  state  k-R  Roundup  winners,  district  hay 
show  winners,  etc.    Next  year  they  plan  to  give  those  and  other  events  very 
extensive  beep  telephone  coverage. 

RISE  SEEK  IK  WORLD  AG  TRADE  IN  '  60 

Today  USDA  issued  its  report  on  the  World  Agricultural  Situation 
I960.    It  expects  the  volume  of  world  agricultural  trade  to  continue 
to  rise  in  1959-60.    But  it  doubts  the  rise  will  prove  enough  to 
materially  reduce  exporting  countries  stocks  of  such  things  as  wheat, 
feed  grains,  and  coffee. 

It  expects  above  average  world  output  of  farm  products  in 
'59-* 60.    It  notes  that  production  is  up  in  U.S.  and  Eastern  Europe, 
but  will  be  down  in  the  Soviet  Union,  Mainland  China,  Western  Asia, 
Latin  America,  and  Oceania,  mainly  because  of  dry  weather  in  many 
areas.    Output  in  Western  Europe  is  about  the  same  as  last  year  in 
spite  of  drought. 

On  a  per  capita  basis,  world  agricultural  production  in  '59-' 60 
is  down  2  percent  from  the  previous  year,  but  higher  than  any  year 
except  last  year.    The  Department  doubts  that  continued  progress  in 
all  regions  will  be  able  to  increase  the  per  capita  production 
substantially  for  at  least  the  next  10  years. 

NEW  YORK  NEAR  FREE  OF  BRUCELLOSIS 

In  the  national  fight  against  the  costly  brucellosis  disease  of  cattle, 
New  York  State  has  now  become  the  23rd  State  in  the  Union  to  qualify  as  a 
modified- certified  brucellosis  area.    It  is  the  eighth  State  to  make  that  grade 
this  year.    In  the  past  five  years  the  Federal-State  eradication  campaign  has 
succeeded  in  cutting  the  nationwide  BC  infection  rate  in  half. 

KENTUCKY  COUNTY  DEMONSTRATES  RURAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Under  Sec'y  True  Morse,  chairman  of  the  RDP  Committee,  on 
Monday,  dedicated  the  New  Sharer  Community  Center,  Morgantown, 
Butler  County,  Ky.    He  told  the  local  leadership  that  their  record 
stands  as  a  challenge  to  all  other  area  leaders  throughout  America. 
He  listed  35  accomplishments  of  some  23  State,  national,  local  and 
private  organizations  working  together  in  the  County,  during  the 
past  2-|  years. 

Chairman  Morse  predicted  Rural  Development  will  move  ahead 
much  more  rapidly  now.     He  called  it  area  development  in  action, 
and  said  one  major  objective  is  to  make  it  possible  for  more  people 
to  live  on  the  land. 

ADVISORS  WANT  MORE  RESEARCH  ON  FAT 

USDA's  Home  Ec.  Advisory  Committee  in  annual  meeting  here  has  advised  more 
research  on  the  role  of  fats  in  humsn  nutrition.    We  need  to  know  more  about 
the  different  fats  and  how  folks  use  them. 
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DUES  OF  JR.  VEG.  J5ROWER ,  IMFERVIEUS 

Ext.  Joe  Tonkin  recorded  tape  interviews  with  some  young  folks  at  the 
annual  meeting  here  of  the  National  Junior  Veg.  Growers  As3'n.    Average  time 
five  minutes.     If  you'd  like  dubs  of  any  of  them  just  send  us  a  "blank  tape. 
We'll  dub  the  story  to  your  tape  and  shoot  it  back  to  ;you.    Here's  a  list:  Roger 
u  Renny  Schafer,  Kokomo,  Ind;  Larry  Bevington,  Galveston,  Ind;  Robert  Green, 
Rushville,  N.Y;  Dale  Heinzman,  Geneva,  N.Y.J  Dee  West,  Spanish  Fork,  Utah;  Alan 
VanDyke,  Ilillsboro,  Ore ;  Ruth  Skinner,  Union,  Miss;  James  Parochetti,  Spring 
Valley,  111:  Alvin  String,  Jr.,  Harrisonville,  N.J;  Ronald  Bresson,  West 
Brooklyn,  N.Y;  Paul  Stamler,  Muscatine,  Iowa;  Roger  Mumma,  Barbour svi lie,  W.  Va. ; 
Robert  Wiley,  Abbeville,  S.C,  Bruce  Roat,  Rushville,  N.Y. 

FARM  NETWORK  OFFERINGS  XMAS  WEEKEND 

"World  Farm  Production  for  1?60";  and  "The  Story  of  the  USDA 
Research  Advisory  Committee"  in  which  farm  leaders  tell  how  they 
arrive  at  their  recommendations  for  new  research  in  the  year  ahead. 
Both  on  "Agriculture  USA"  during  Dec.  2b  weekend. 

"Dairy  Record  Keeping  Pays"  says  Dr.  Frank  Kendrick,  who  reports 
cows  in  DMA  net  their  owners  :/>50  a  cow  more  than  those  in  herds  out- 
side the  Association.     In  the  "American  Farmer"  program  over  ABC  Net 
on  Sat.  Dec.  26. 

"Outlook  for  Agriculture  in  i960"  from  the  National  Farm  and 
Home  Hour"  over  NBC,  Sat.  Dec.  26. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  on  Mutual  Net,  12:05  EDT. 

SPRING  SOON  ON  FARM  TV 

"Acreage  Marketing  Guides  for  Spring  Vegetables"  -  illustrated  with  9  art- 
work stills  -  This  USDA  Farm  Package  Feature,  in  cooperation  with  AMS.  Running 
TIME:  3:30 

"Fifty  Second  Spot  on  Farmers  Tax  Guide"  also  going  out  this  week.  It 
publicizes  "Farmer's  Tax  Guide  for  i960" .     Spot  tells  how  to  get  Guide,  copy 
of  which  is  included  in  package. 

"Research  Roundup  Film"      This  film  gives  year-end  roundup.    It  shows  ag. 
research  and  other  developments  in  fields  of  medicine,  atomic  energy,  plant  life, 
nutrition.    Highlights  of  Khrushchev's  visit  to  Beltsville  Research  Center. 
SOF    TIME:  k:hO 

YULETIDE  TAPES  TO  WRAP  UP  YOUR  PROGRAMS 

"Control  Lightning?  -  Forest  Service  Gets  Funds  to  Try"  -  It  will 
seek  possible  ways  to  control  lightning- caused  forest  fires,  with  funds 
from  the  National  Science  Foundation.     (Order  No.  120Q129)      TIME:  2:00 

"Big  Strides  in  Soil  Conservation"  -  Edward  Graham,  SCS,  comments 
on  progress  of  SC  Dists.  during  past  year.     (Order  No.  121Q129)  TIME:  l:kO 

"World  Farm  Picture  for  '60"  -  Dr.  Wilhelm  Anderson,  FAS  analyst, 
gives  us  this  global  view  on  production.     (Order  No.  122Q129)    TIME:  2:20 

"Dairy  Record-Keeping  Really  Pays"'-  Dr.  Frank  Kendrick,  who  heads 
DMA  work  in  ARS  tells  Jack  Towers,  RC;TV,  what  the  records  show. 
(Order  No.  123Q129)    TIME:  3:30 

Sincerely, 


1 Layne  Eeaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  d  Television  Service 
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Radio  Farm  Directors 


J  U.  S.  DEPARTS 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


December  23,  1959 
Letter  No.  90^ 


Many  of  our  folks  around  here  are  either  checking  hack  over  outstanding 
accomplishments  of  the  past  year  or  sizing  up  the  prospects  in  the  year  just 
ahead.    As  we  stand  at  the  gateway  of  the  New  Year,  some  of  the  things  done 
look  encouraging  -  and  the  outlook  for  others,  in  the  months  ahead,  even  more  so. 

BROADER  PROTECTION  PROVIDED  LIVESTOCK  PRODUCERS 

TJSDA's  Packers  and  Stockyards  Branch  reported  today  that,  in 
the  little  more  than  a  year  since  the  amendment  to  the  Packers  and 
Stockyards  Act  extended  the  jurisdiction  to  all  local  livestock 
markets  which  handle  livestock  in  interstate  commerce,  1,299  auction 
markets  have  been  added  to  the  5hQ  which  had  been  posted  before,  and 
309  are  in  process.    Of  course,  all  60  terminal  markets  in  this 
country  have  been  operating  under  the  P&S  Act  for  years. 

PIG  NUMBERS  HEADED  DOWNWARD  IN  i960 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  says  reports  from  farmers  on  breeding  intentions 
for  the  spring  of  i960  indicate  they  plan  to  have  7,310,000  sows  to  farrow 
(Dec.   '59  through  May  '60).    That  would  be  12  percent  less  than  a  year  ago,  2 
percent  below  last  year,  and  10  percent  below  the  ten-year  average.    All  regions 
of  the  country  show  a  decline  except  the  North  Atlantic  States.    In  the  10  Corn 
Belt  States,  which  accounted  for  about  three-fourths  of  the  '59  U.S.  spring  pig 
crop,  farmers  expect  to  have  about  13  percent  fewer  sows  to  farrow  this  spring 
than  a  year  ago. 

The  Board  estimates  that  if  farmers  carry  out  those  plans,  the  i960  spring 
pig  crop  will  run  11  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier.    The  Corn  Belt  States 
have  about  the  same  number  of  hogs  and  pigs  on  farms  now  that  they  had  a  year 
ago.    The  U.S.  1959  pig  crop  totaled  the  largest  since  the  record  crop  of  19^3. 
At  101.6  million  head,  it  was  8  percent  more  than  the  '58  crop. 

THE  ATOM  CAN  NOW  GRADE  MEAT 

A  new  machine  is  now  at  work  at  the  marketing  research  labs  at 
the  Beltsville  Research  Center.    It  is  a  new  type  of  large  volume 
scintillation  counter,  made  in  England.    Operating  somewhat  like  a 
Geiger  counter,  it  is  able  to  measure  the  very  minute  atomic  radia- 
tion that  occurs  naturally  in  all  animal  tissues.    Most  of  these 
emmissions  come  from  the  lean,  muscle  tissue  rather  than  the  fat. 
While  this  new  machine  is  being  used  in  food  quality, work,  it 
actually  could  be  used  to  automatically  reject  meat  with  too  much 
fat  for  a  given  grade. 
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CLOSE- UP  ON  RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  JAIT.  13 

If  you  want  an  opportunity  for  a  first-hand  examination  of  the  Rural 
Development  Program,  as  it  is  working  in  three  representative  States,  you  can 
get  it  Jan,  13  and  lk  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark.    USDA  and  State  agency  officials 
and  program  leaders  in  Oklahoma,  Louisiana,  and  Arkansas  will  discuss  all  aspects 
of  the  program  in  that  regional  meeting.    Problems  as  well  as  accomplishments 
will  "be  aired  during  the  discussion.    Those  in  charge  suggest  that  interviews 
and  discussions  at  the  meeting  might  well  supply  the  basis  for  a  comprehensive 
feature  dealing  with  the  national  Rural  Development  Program  now  going  forward  in 
about  200  counties  in  30  States  and  Puerto  Rico. 

FARMING  FROM  A  DIFFERENT  ANGLE 

Dewey  Rounds,  KGNO,  Dodge  City,  Kans.,  let  out  a  "squeal"  of 
happiness  when  he  saw  how  soil  conservation  work  looks  from  20,000 
feet  up.    The  Clark  County  SC  District  asked  them  (presumably  Wallace 
White  and  himself)  to  shoot  aerial  photos  of  what  its  cooperating 
farmers  have  been  up  to.    The  CC  SCD  people  wanted  those  views  to 
show  at  their  annual  meeting.    The  KGNO  crew  used  two  cameras  and 
shot  in  both  color  and  black  and  white.    Dewey  reports  the  pictures 
turned  out  real  good. 

LARGE  WITTIER  WHEAT  CROP  FORECAST 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  forecasts  a  i960  winter  wheat  crop  of  929  million 
bushels.    Assuming  weather  between  Dec.  1  and  harvest  time,  insect  and  disease 
damage  run  about  normal  in  '60,  the  Board  estimates  wheat  crop  on  the  acreage 
seeded  this  fall  may  yield  only  2  million  bushels  more  than  this  past  year,  but 
21  percent  less  than  the  record  crop  of  '58.    Even  so,  the  crop  would  still  be 
the  fifth  largest  on  record  and  11  percent  above  the  average  of  the  last  ten 
years. 

TRAVEL  MULTIPLIES  TROUBLES  OF  QUARANTINE  MEN 

Keeping  foreign  crop  and  livestock  pests  and  diseases  out  of 
this  country  becomes  more  of  a  chore  with  every  improvement  in 
transportation.    ARS  reports  that  during  this  year,  on  the  average, 
its  agricultural  quarantine  inspectors  stopped  plant  pests  from 
entering  this  country  once  every  twenty  minutes  during  the  year. 
In  doing  it,  they  inspected  133,000  airplanes,  59,000  ships,  21 
million  vehicles  at  the  Mexican  border,  and  over  21  million  pieces 
of  luggage. 

Inspection  and  quarantine  officials  inspected  nearly  1  million 
150  thousand  animal  importations  and  supervised  the  handling  of  more 
than  a  billion  pounds  of  imported  animal  products.    A  new  challenge 
came  with  the  opening  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway.     It  extended 
"ocean"  ports  as  far  inland  as  Duluth.    Almost  as  soon  as  it  was 
opened,  USDA  inspectors  discovered  foreign  pests  of  stored  grain 
aboard  a  freighter  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

FARM  FATS  MY  OIL  TURBINE  ENGIIIES' 

USDA  researchers  who  have  been  looking  for  bigger  markets  for  farm  fats  and 
oils,  report  synthetic  lubricants  made  from  farm  materials  are  chemically 
convertible  for  turbine -powered  aircraft.    They  expect  the  domestic  use  of  such 
lubricants  to  increase  to  about  26  million  pounds  in  1961. 
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SKYFIBE  STORM  RESEARCH  EXPANDS  3M.  1 

As  an  aid  to  "better  fire  control  in  western  forests,  the  U.S.  Forest 
Service  and  U.S.  Weather  Bureau  will,  January  1,  step  up  their  co-op  investiga- 
tions of  the  origin,  growth,  and  behavior  of  fire- starting  lightning  storms. 
The  National  Science  Foundation  has  provided  a  grant  of  §63,900  for  expansion 
of  that  research,  effective  the  first  of  the  year.    About  75  percent  of  all 
forest  fires  in  the  northern  Rocky  Mountain  region  are  started  by  lightning. 

The  2f  year  expanded  project  will  try  to  find  out  more  about  the  lightning 
discharges  from  thunderstorms  with  instruments  to  record  their  characteristics. 
The  fieia  experiments  are  to  he  carried  on  in  the  mountains  of  Deer lodge  national 
Forest  in  western  Montana,  where  lightning  strikes  often.  The  researchers  also 
aim  to  try  seeding  clouds  with  silver  iodide  scattered  from  airplanes  to  deter- 
mine the  effects  on  lightning. 

DAIRY  COMMITTEE  TO  RECOMMEND  DISEASE  RESEARCH 

Within  the  next  few  weeks,  USDA's  Dairy  Research  and  Marketing 
Advisory  Committee  will  file  its  detailed  recommendations  to  the 
De-partment.    According  to  preliminary  announcements,  that  report 
will  stress  the  need  for  more  emphasis  on  further  investigations 
of  dairy  cattle  diseases  said  to  cause  $U00  million  loss  a  year. 

Committee  members  say  we  not  only  need  more  knowledge  about 
infectious  diseases  but  such  disorders  as  bloat,  digestive  and 
other  troubles  thought  to  be  due  to  certain  substances  in  forage 
plants  and  in  agricultural  chemicals. 

STEPS  TAKEN  TO  IMPROVE  FARM  REPORTS 

As  part  of  its  continuing  program  of  statistical  improvement,  the  Crop 
Reporting  Board  has  worked  closely  with  the  Bureau  of  Census  to  develop  ways  to 
improve  crop,  livestock,  and  price  reporting.    The  Board  also  helped  the  Bureau 
train  crew  leaders  for  this  year's  farm  census,  and  loaned  technicians  to  the 
Bureau  to  help  summarize  results.  .  .  . 

The  *oard  and  the  Bureau  used  joint  surveys  for  horticultural  specialties 
in  10  States  and  for  a  special  livestock  survey.    In  Ohio,  an  experimental 
program  was  conducted  on  prices  farmers  receive  and  prices  they  pay  f or  things 
they  buy.    A  quarterly  cattle -on- feed  program  was  expanded  to  include  8  more 
States  bringing  the  total  to  21.    A  monthly  cattle -on- feed  report  was  begun  for 
Calif,  and  Ariz.,  and  a  Jan.  1  report  for  11  Southeastern  States. 

Maryland  became  the  36th  State  to  provide  monthly  milk  production  estimates. 
A  program  to  develop  more  complete  statistics  on  commercial  poult ry  f 1 ocks  and 
to  improve  egg  production  estimates  went  forward  in  seven  States    and  work  con- 
tinued to  develop  ways  of  making  field  counts  in  estimating  fruit  and  nut  crops. 

BILL  MacDONALD'S  RETIREMENT  EXAGGERATED 

Bill  MacDonald,  KFOR,  KRGI,  KMNS,  KSAL,  has  landed,  as  a 
base  canard,  the  rumor,  out  a  year  or  so  ago,  that  he  had    retired  . 
Actually,  he  says  the  retirement  lasted  about  3^  ^ours.  Since 
then  he  claims  the  exciting  experience  of  doing  daily  radio  visits 
with  friends  in  more  than  200  counties  in  some  five  states. .  . . 

Michigan  Ext.  TV  Robert  P.  (Bob)  Worrall,  reported  last  month 
he  expects  to  have  video  tape  equipment  in  operation  by  Jan.  1. 
He's  considering  producing  regular  features  for  three  other  Mich, 
stations  who  have  such  equipment. 


RINGING:  OUT   '59  -  IN  '60111 
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^'Research  Highlights  for  Past  Year"  -  with  Joe  Silbaugh,  ARS,  in  the 
Agriculture  USA"  program  over  wide-spread  stations  during  weekend  of  Jan.  2. 
Highlights  of  Agricultural  levelcpment"  in  the  "American  Farmer"  program 
over  ABC  on  Sat.  Jan.  2. 

"Look  at  Farm  Prospects  for  i960"  -  with  Fred  Waugh,  AMS  in  the  "National 
Farm  and  Home  Hour"  program  over  NBC  on  Sat.  Jan.  2. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report]]  at  12:05  EDI  on  Mutual  Net. 

EXPANDED  POULTRY  INSPECTION  IN  TV  PACKAGE 

Nearly  5  "billion  pounds  of  poultry  were  certified  in  this  first 
year  of  mandatory  Federal  inspection  of  processing  plants.  What 
that  means  to  the  chicken-eating  public  is  told  in  USDA  TV  Package 
going  out  next  week  with  eight  still  photos  showing  the  poultry 
inspectors  in  action.    TIMS:  2:^5 

JANUARY  HOME  FEATURES  OF  USDA-TV: 

Package  for  January  TV  will  include  four  short  (2-3  min. )  topic s,  illustrate 
■with  3  or  h  photos  or  simple  props  suggested:     (l)  Plentiful  Foods  for  January, 
(2)  Automation  in  the  Egg  Industry,  (3)  Islands  in  the  Kitchen;  (k)  Freezing 
Cranberries. 

A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SECRETARY: 

-)fr*X--)Bf-X--:BHB:-^X-^^  -X-X-X  X-X--X  X  -X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X-  X  X  X  -X OHf* 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson,  now  home  recuperating  from 
his  recent  gall  bladder  operation,  sends  this  acknowledgment  to 
the  thousands  of  good  wishes  he  has  received: 

"Words  are  inadequate  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the 
multitude  of  cards,  letters  and  calls  received  from  friends  every- 
where following  my  hospitalization.    Mrs.  Benson  and  I  are 
endeavoring  to  acknowledge  these  expressions,  but  it  may  not  be 
possible  to  reach  all  my  wellwishers  personally.    I  wish  to  take 
this  opportunity  therefore,  to  express  publicly  my  gratitude  for 
their  prayers  and  good  wishes. 

"And  to  everyone  a  most  Merry  Christmas  and  a  rewarding  New 
Year." 

*^^-x^-*^x--^hh**^*-x x x x x x x x ^:-^x-^x^x-x-^-x-x- xxxxxxxx-x-xxxxxx ::^--x-x-x-x-x-x x-  x  x  x  x  x  x  x x-x x x x x x x 
TOPICS  FOR  DUBBING  ON  YOUR  TAPE 

"The  Hog  Outlook"  -  Earl  Miller,  AMS,  tells  what  Bee.  pig  report  means  in 
terms  of  hog  numbers  and  prices.  -  (12^Q129)  TIME:  :55 

"More  Land  in  Conservation  Reserve"-  Larry  Manwaring,  CSS,  reports  the 
progress  of  the  program.  -  (125Q129)  TIME:  2:l6 

"The  Great  Plains  Conservation  Program"  -  Cy  Luker,  SCS,  outlines  two 
years  of  accomplishment.  -  (125Q129)  TIME:  2:32 

"Farm  Research  in  1959"  -  Br.  Ted  Byerly,  ARS,  tells  George  Loesing  some 
of  the  highlights.  TIME:  3:53 

Sincerely, 

y?   1  ?  -r- 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  i:  Television  Service 
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Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


December  31*  1959 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  905 

In  recent  years,  as  you  know,  agricultural  production  has  continued  to  out- 
run the  demand  for  farm  products,  in  spite  of  production  restrictions  and  special 
disposal  programs.    USDA  researchers  have  now  examined  the  production  prospects 
for  wheat,  feed,  and  livestock,  and  considered  what  they  are  likely  to  he  in  the 
next  several  years  of  growth  of  population.    As  they  see  it,  production  and  use 
are  likely  to  continue  out  of  balance  in  i960- 65. 

EXPANDED  OUTPUT  TO  OFFSET  POPULATION  GROWTH 

They  say  increased  demand  arising  from  population  growth  is 
likely  to  be  more  than  offset  by  the  expanding  output.    Unless  new 
markets  are  developed  or  growing  conditions  prove  unfavorable,  they 
think  the  problem  of  too  much  crop  and  livestock  capacity  is  likely 
to  persist.    If  the  projected  output  of  wheat,  feed  grains,  forage 
and  pasture  develops,  farmers  will  have  larger  and  larger  supplies 
of  feed  for  each  year's  production  of  substantially  more  livestock 
products. 

ORIENTALS  AMAZED  AT  SELVES  ON  TV 


New  communication  methods  are  reported  making  a  big  hit  with  Orientals 
attending  the  first  World  Agricultural  Fair  at  New  Delhi,  India.    Harold  Bryson 
of  AMS  mkt.  info.,  Dallas,  in  charge  of  the  Communications  Section  at  the  U.  S. 
Exhibit,  says  "amazement"  characterizes  the  questions  of  Asian  spectators  about 
television,  tape  recorders,  and  slide  projectors.    Crowds  queue  up  to  get  a 
chance  to  see  themselves  on  TV.    Home  demon.  Eileen  Niedermeier  reports  the 
electric  stove  is  a  magic  machine  to  many  Indian  women  but  not  so  much  that  they 
don't  have  some  very  practical  questions  about  them. 

EXTENSION  SPECIALISTS  PREDICT  AG.  CHANGES  TO  CONTINUE 

They  say  U.S.  population  will  continue  to  increase,  the 
revolutionary  technological  advances  in  agriculture  will  con- 
tinue, farming  will  become  more  competitive,  marketing  will 
become  more  important,  integration  between  farm  and  non-farm 
business  will  tend  to  increase,  the  shift  out  of  farming  will 
continue,  much  of  rural  America  will  become  "mixed  income" 
communities.    Tractors,  improvements  in  land,  harvesting 
machinery,  and  the  like  cannot  shift  to  other  employment.  Once 
capital  is  invested  in  such  things,  the  new  ways  of  farming 
continue  to  expand  production  faster  than  markets  expand.  They 
have  to  continue,  even  though  prices  fall,  in  order  to  pay  for 
themselves. 
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MEW  HIGH  IN  FEDERAL  MILK  ORDERS 

During  the  past  year  about  ho  percent  of  all  milk  sold  wholesale  bv  ft,™™ 

"a^taTo?  T^Y*  F6d?f 1  mm  Karketing  0rto"  Af^gf  into  th^w 
78  1    °rderS  Wl11  be  °Perat3-«S  throughout  the  country.  MbrTthw 

1LTo£x  +  n°V  live  in  regulated  milk  marketing  areas  un&r  programT 

designed  to  stabilize  marketing  conditions  for  milk  produced  f or^Sd  usf^d 
to  assure  consumers  a  dependable  supply  of  milk.  ' 

v^,^  OTd?rS  ^  administered  ^  AMS  and  establish  minimum  prices  that 
for  their  MlT    ^  ^fr^UtinS  ^  a  defined  marketing  area,  must  pay  farmers 

The-        i  °rderS  d°  n0t  SSt  retail  *rices  nor  «gulate  producers. 

They  are  initiated  at  the  request  of  dairy  farmers. 

HE  WIIO  HESITATES  IS  LOST  -  Meyerdirk 

^n.CarLMeyerdlrk'  KV00'  Tulsa>  sec'y-treas  of  NATRFD,  who  will 
publish  the  NATRFD  Directory  again  this  year,  says  dues  for  i960 
are  due  now.    The  absolute  deadline  is  mid-January  in  order  for  you 
to  be  included  in  the  new  directory  which  goes  to  press  within  a 
few  short  weeks. 

FARM  BROADCASTING  LOSES  'MARY  KING' 

^^L^V'^l  ?he  National  Farm        Home  flour  and  her  hosts  of  friends 
suffered  a  distinct  loss  on  December  20  when  Mrs.  Mary  Swickard  succumbed  to 
cancer.    She  was  a  poultry  marketing  specialist  with  AMS.    Known  as  "Mary  King" 
on  her  regular  National  F£H  Hour  appearances  with  timely  tips  on  home  making, 
and  by  her  real  name  on  personal  appearances  at  demonstrations,  etc.,  throughout 
the  country,  Mary  won  loyal  and  admiring  friends  wherever  she  went.    Earlier  this 
year  she  spent  several  months  in  Germany  helping  promote  U.S.  processed  poultry. 
She  last  appeared  on  a  NF&HH  program  Oct.  31,  1959. 

AND  MAY  YOU  ALL  LIVE  LONG  AND  PROSPER .' 

Thanks  from  all  of  us  to  all  of  you  good  folks'  who  remembered 
us  with  holiday  greeting  cards.    We  couldn't  begin  to  reciprocate 
in  kind,  so  we'll  do  our  best  and  say  all  our  good  wishes  are 
certainly  with  you,  too.    The  cards  that  came  in  make  such  a  color- 
ful, Christmasy  display  mounted  on  the  bulletin  board,  doors,  etc. 
for  all  to  see  that  we'll  hate  to  take  them  down. 

WATERSHED  PROJECT  BUILDING  GAINS  MOMENTUM 

Don  Williams,  SCS  Adm'r,  reports  more  and  more  local  organizations  are  find- 
ing ways  to  carry  out  their  share  of  small  watershed  development.    SCS  has  received 
1,231  applications  from  community  organizations  in  kf  States  and  Puerto  Rico.  The 
first  of  this  month  298  were  already  receiving  technical  assistance  in  planning. 
By  Dec.  1,  210  community  projects  had  been  approved  for  Federal  assistance  and  120 
of  them  approved  for  construction.    More  than  a  hundred  moved  into  the  construction 
phase  this  past  year. 

RENAUD  ON  THE  MEND 

Jules  Renaud  of  our  TV  shop,  immobilized  the  past  six  weeks  with 
a  back  ailment,  underwent  an  operation  early  this  week  for  removal  of 
an  injured  disc  and  a  cyst,  but  expects  to  get  home  in  a  few  days. 
Meanwhile,  he's  received  lots  of  greetings  and  messages  from  you  folks 
which  helped  ease  the  pain. 
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SMOKE  SIGNALS  FAIL  AS  FARM  REPORTS 

This  past  year,  the  output  of  cigarettes,  which  use  Dig  quantities  of  flue- 
cured  and  Durley,  and  also  imported  and  Maryland  tobacco,  rose  to  a  record  high, 
k  percent  ahove  the  previous  year.    USDA's  Outlook  Board  notes  appreciable  gams 
in  use  of  cigarettes  and  tohacco.    It  reports,  however,  that  U.S.  growers  have 
seen  virtually  no  increase  in  the  use  of  their  leaf  in  the  past  5  years. 

The  Board  figures  that  if  needs  for  tohacco  leaf  had  increased  as  much  as 
ci-arette  output,  about  200  million  pounds  more  tohacco  would  have  been  used  in 
1958-59.    It  attributes  about  k6  percent  of  the  reduction  in  farm- sales  weight 
leaf  requirements  to  the  use  of  tobacco  sheet  and  midribs.    About  40f  percent 
comes  from  use  of  filter  plugs  and  some  changes  in  cigarette  dimensions.  About 
13t  percent  reflects  the  larger  proportion  of  imported  tobacco  now  used  in 
cigarette  blends. 

WAYS  FOUND  TO  CUT  MARKETING  COSTS 

AMS  researchers  reported  this  week  on  some  of  the  ways  they've 
found  for  cutting  costs  in  marketing  farm  products.    Trying  to  make 
the  marketing  of  eggs  more  efficient,  they  designed  an  automatic 
grading  and  packing  line.    Their  preliminary  findings  indicated  a 
grading  and  packing  plant  handling  about  800  cases  a  day  could  cut 
costs  about  1^0,000  a  year  by  switching  over  to  their  new  equipment. 
Fifteen  such  automatic  units  have  already  been  installed  and  are  in 
commercial  use  now. 

The  researchers  also  say  another  of  their  studies  on  poultry 
and  eggs  suggests  that  if  retail  candling  and  cartoning  were  done 
at  assembly  plants,  instead  of  the  final  selling  point,  marketing 
costs  could  be  cut  by  as  much  as  six  cents  a  dozen  on  long-distance 
shipments . 

FIVE  MILLION  NEW  ACRES  IN  f60  RESERVE 

More  than  5  million  new  acres  are  expected  to  be  held  out  of  production  in 
i960  under  the  Conservation  Reserve  program.    These  contracts  signed  up  this 
past  fall  added  to  contracts  already  in  effect  will  make  about  28  million  acres 
of  this  country's  cropland  withdraw  to  help  ease  the  farm  surplus  situation. 
Grass  cover  is  being  established  or  maintained  on  20  million  acres.    Nearly  2 
million  acres  are  being  planted  to  forest  trees.    Nearly  a  quarter  million  acres 
are  being  devoted  to  wildlife  cover  and  water  supplies. 

NUTRITIONISTS  CIIASE  FAT  SECRETS  IN  RATS 

ARS  nutritionists  report  their  laboratory  studies  so  far  on 
rats  indicate  that  the  amount  of  fat  in  the  diet  may  have  less 
effect  on  the  storage  of  fat  by  rats  than  does  the  type  of  carbo- 
hydrate in  the  diet.    Another  of  their  studies  showed  that  the 
type  of  carbohydrate  in  the  diet  may  have  an  important  effect  on 
the  production  of  fatty  livers,  damaged  kidneys,  and  high  cholesterol 
levels  --  that  is,  in  the  blood  of  rats.    They  are  not  yet  ready  to 
say  that  what  they've  learned  about  carbohydrates  in  rats  necessarily 
proves  anything  about  human  beings.  ,  .  ,  ,  ' 

Food  economists  also  find  that  households  m  which  homemakers 
are  under  60  are  more  likely  to  have  diets  that  meet  the  recommended 
allowances  of  nutrients  than  those  in  which  the  homemaker  is  over 
60.    During  the  past  year  Department  researchers  published  tables 
for  both  researchers  and  in  more  simplified  form  for  dietitians, 
nutritionists,  and  others  who  plan  diets.    Those  tables  show  the 
amounts  and  kinds  of  fatty  acids  in  various  foods. 


-  k  - 

NET  WISE  FARM  BROADCASTS  NEXT  WEEKEND 


Highlights  of  31st  Annual  Meeting  National  Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives 
Plus  "The  Farmer  is  an  Important  Citizen"  -  a  condensed  editorial  -  on  the  Nat'l 
Farmland  Home  Hour  over  NBC  network,  Sat.  January  9,  i960. 

"Eye-Witness  Account  of  President's  Visit  to" First  World  Agricultural  Fair  at 
New  Delhi,  India,  by  J.  Kendall  McClarren,  USDA  Information,  in  "Agriculture  USA" 
over  many  stations  coast-to-coast  during  weekend  of  Sat.  Jan.  9. 

Visit  with  the  U.S.  Weather  Man"  -  during  "American  Farmer"  program  over 
ABC  Network,  Sat.  January  9. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  at  12:05  EDT  on  Mutual  Net. 

LUCKY  GETS  FARM  SHOW  ON  HAWAIIAN  TV 

Fortunato  ("Lucky")  Teho,  U.  of  Hawaii  Ext.,  reports  that  beginning 
last  month  he  was  able  to  get  a  weekly  half -hour  show  on  agricultural 
subjects  over  KHVH-TV,  Honolulu.    They've  had  a  weekly  home  ec.  program 
on  XGMB-TV  for  a  couple  of  years.    Lucky' s  2j  year- old  daily  program  of 
farm  and  garden  tips  is  now  carried  by  three  radio  stations:    KANI,  KAIM 
and  now  KHVH. 

MAC  BACK  FROM  INDIA  FAIR 

J.  K.  McClarren,  Ass't  Dir.  of  Info,  for  USDA,  is  back  from  the  First  World 
Agricultural  Fair  which  he  served  as  the  program  chairman  for  the  U.S.  Exhibit. 
His  talk  with  Layne  Beaty  on  what  that  Exhibit  is  telling  the  Indian  people  is 
ready  for  dubbing  to  your  tape.    It  is  our  Tape  Library  No.  128Q129.    TIME:  3:00 

Jack  Claar  (Clare)  Ass't  Adm'r  FES,  comments  on  the  big  accomplishments  of 
extension  work  during  the  past  year.    Title:  "1959  -  Big  Year  for  Extension 
Service".    USDA  Tape  Library  No.  129Q129.  Runs  TIME:  1:51 

Pete  Keay,  AMS,  reports  from  a  Beltsville  test  of  a  new  machine  which  measures 
the  natural  radioactivity  of  muscle  fiber,  which  measurement  gives  a  check  on  the 
grade  of  meat  cuts.    Title:  "The  Atom  Can  Grade  Meat".      USDA  Tape  Library  No. 
27A129.  TIME:  k:0k 

SARGENT  AND  PEEPLES  WILL  EDIT  CHATS 

Late  news  from  the  new  president  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television 
and  Radio  Farm  Directors  found  its  way  in  on  the  heels  of  holiday  mail. 
Wally  Erickson,  KFRE,  Fresno,  has  begun  to  manhandle  his  responsibilities 
already  with  necessary  appointments  etc. 

Latest  is  Earl  Sargent  and  Roddy  Peeples  of  KWFT,  Wichita  Falls,  to 
be  directors  of  CIIATS,  the  NATRFD's  monthly  publication,  succeeding  Carl 
Meyerdirk,  KV00,  Tulsa,  who  has  become  sec'y-treas.    Earl  and  Roddy  will 
do  a  fine  job,  and  will  give  the  CIIATS  a  new  flavor.    This  will  be  the 
first  time  CIIATS  has  ever  been  edited  in  Texas  although  it  was  headed 
that  way  when  Carl  took  it  over  last  year. 

President  Erickson  and  his  executive  committee  have  also  appointed 
the  Ass'n' s  first  salaried  assistant  secretary- treasurer.    She  is  Lola 
Barrett,  who  will  start  work  on  the  NATRFD  accounts,  etc.,  as  soon  as 
she  and  Carl  can  get  together  and  set  up  shop.    Lola  also  is  sec'y  to 
an  executive  of  an  electronics  firm  in  Chicago.    She'll  keep  books  and 
do  other  routine  clerical  work  for  NATRFD. 

Lola,  one-time  co-worker  with  John  Baker  and  Paul  Ostendorf  of 
our  AMS  mkt.  news  service  in  Chicago,  has  helped  with  NATRFD  conven- 
tion registrations  for  several  years.    Carl,  however,  vail  keep 
membership  records  and  handle  correspondence  so  do  your  letter  writing 

to  him.  v  /O 

jT  Sincerely, 

/Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  8:  Television  Service 


